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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. H9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 39-68 and 76 in the reply 
filed on August 18, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the support point for 
the spring element being located on the dressing leading end leg as recited in claim 44, 
the rocker on the dressing trailing end leg recited in claim 45, and plurality of holding 
device arranged in the groove recited in claim 59 and the printing group including the 
forme cylinder and transfer cylinder as recited in claim 66 must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
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number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR i.84(p)(4) because 
there are two occurrences of reference numeral "14" in Figure 1 which appear to be 
designating two different pieces of structure. Since reference numeral "14" has been 
repeatedly used in the specification to describe the rear edge of the opening (see, for 
example, line 5 of paragraph [021]), it appears the lowermost occurrence of reference 
numeral 14 in Figure 1 Qocated inside groove near reference numeral 16) is in error and 
should be deleted. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
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either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR i.84(p)(s) because 
they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 
reference character gamma u y" in Figure 2 is not described in the specification. To 
correct this problem, it is suggested that this character be added after the term "angle" 
in line 24 of paragraph [022] of the specification. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to 
the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 
37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

6. Claims 39-68 and 76 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
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With respect to claim 39, the claim appears to have two periods— one at the end of 
line 4 and one at the end of line 18. This appears to be a minor typographical error by 
applicant. However, since each claim can only be comprised of one complete sentence, 
it is suggested that the period at the end of line 4 be deleted and replaced with a semi- 
colon. 

Additionally in claim 39, it is not clear if the recitation of the holding force in 
lines 9-10 is the same force or a different force from the counterforce recited in line 18. 
Clarification and/or correction is required. Finally, it appears as though applicant was 
intending for claim 39 to be generic to the two embodiments disclosed in the 
specification and shown in the Figures. However, the recitation of "a counterforce 
generated at the support point" in the last line of the claim is true only for the 
embodiment of Figure 1, since the specification discloses that the counterforce in the 
embodiment of Figure 2 is actually generated at the clamping point. See, for example, 
the end of paragraph [0028] of the specification. Since claim 39 is directed to the first 
embodiment of Figure 1, the further limitations of the set forth in dependent claims 48, 
50, 55, 61-62 and 64-65 which are defining the second embodiment structure are 
improper dependent claims. To correct these problems, it is suggested that the phrase 
"a counterforce generated at said support point" in line 18 of claim 39 be deleted and 
replaced with —said holding force exerted by said spring element— or similar language 
to insure claim 39 is truly generic. In an effort to advance prosecution of the 
application, the Examiner has considered claim 39 to include language such as that 
suggested above and to therefore be generic to both embodiments. The prior art 
rejections below are based upon that assumption. 
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With respect to claim 41, the language "said one of said first and second groove 
opening walls which is first in said production direction" is somewhat confusing since 
applicant has defined the clamping point as being located on one of said first and second 
groove opening walls. The claim as written make it somewhat confusing as to whether 
the one wall referred to in claim 41 is intended to be the same one wall referred to in 
claim 39. However, in either of the two embodiments, the clamping point and support 
point are not located on the same one wall. Additionally, based upon the context of 
claim 41 and dependent claims 42-44, claim 41 appears to be directed to the 
embodiment of Figure 1 in particular, in which the clamping point is located on one of 
the walls while the support point is located on the other of the walls. Therefore, it is 
suggested that claim 41 be amended to include language such as the following: — 
wherein said support point is on an other of said first and second groove opening walls, 
said other of said walls being located first in said production direction--. 

With respect to claim 44, the term "said first edge" has no proper antecedent 
basis since no first edge was previously recited in the parent claims. 

With respect to claim 45, it is suggested that the term "said other" in line 2 be 
deleted and replaced with —said one— since according to the disclosure, the rocker is 
located on the same groove opening wall as the clamping point. 

With respect to claim 47, it is suggested that the phrase —dressing trailing end- 
be inserted before "leg" in line 2 to use consistent terminology throughout the claims. 

With respect to claim 54, the term "said first edge" has no proper antecedent 
basis because only "a front edge" was previously recited. 
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With respect to claim 55, the term "said first edge" has no proper antecedent 

basis. 

With respect to claim 66, the term "said leading edge" in line 14 has no proper 
antecedent basis since only "a leading end" was previously recited. Additionally, in line 
20, the phrase "said first and second groove walls" has no proper antecedent basis since 
only the opening was previously recited as having the first and second walls. In line 21, 
the term "said spring element" has no proper antecedent basis since only a spring was 
previously recited. 

Appropriate correction and/or clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 39, 47-48, 50, 51, 53, 55, 56, and 58-60 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Luehrs (US 3,362,327). Luehrs teaches a device 
for fastening at least one dressing 10, 11 on a cylinder 1 of a rotary printing press 
comprising at least one groove 2 in the cylinder and having an opening oriented at a 
surface of the cylinder, at least one dressing end holding device 4, 5, in the groove and 
adapted to releasably hold at least a dressing trailing end leg inserted into the opening, 
the holding device being a pivotable lever (see column 2, line 67 through column 3, line 
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3), at least one spring element 9, 9a, the spring element exerting a holding force of the 
holding device, a bearing point in the groove and opposite the opening, the bearing 
point receiving the holding device, a support point for the spring element in the groove, 
a clamping point for the dressing trailing end leg defined by the holding device 4, 5 and 
one of said first and second groove opening walls, the clamping point being opposite the 
support point, the spring element fixing the holding device in the bearing point by the 
holding force exerted by the spring element. See Figures 5-6 and columns 2-3 in 
particular. Additional attention is invited to the marked up copy of Figure 6 shown 
below. Note that, as the claim is currently written, the bearing point of Luehrs could 
broadly be considered to be formed at any of several locations, such as on either of the 
side walls of the small cutout area of groove 2 or at the point of contact between 
eccentric portion 16 of shaft 7 and surface 18 of holding member 5. These various 
locations are labeled "bearing point" below in the marked up copy of Figure 6. 
Furthermore, Luehrs specifically teaches the holding device 4, 5 experiences a 
downward force as a result of contact with spring element 9, 9a in column 2, lines 27-36 
and lines 51-58. Clearly this downward force on the device 4, 5 will function to hold the 
device in the bearing point in the groove as broadly recited. 
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locations 

With respect to claim 47, the pivotable lever 4, 5 of Luehrs has a first end (i.e., the 
upper end) engageable with the trailing end dressing leg and a second end (i.e., the 
lower end) in the bearing point, as shown Figures 5-6. 

With respect to claim 48, the cylinder is supported for rotation in a production 
direction and the clamping point is on the one of the first and second groove walls that 
is first in the production direction, the one of the first and second groove walls 
extending at an acute angle to a line tangent to the cylinder surface of the opening. 

With respect to claim 50, note the wall 8 appears to be extending at an acute 
angle between 40 0 and 50 0 as recited. 

With respect to claim 51, note each of the bearing point(s) shown in the marked- 
up copy of Figure 6 of Luehrs can broadly be considered to be "adjacent" a bottom 
surface of the groove as recited. 

With respect to claim 53, the spring element 9, 9a can broadly be considered to 
be "pre-stressed" to the extent that language has any clear meaning. 
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With respect to claim 55, the device of Luehrs includes a dressing leading end leg 
suspendable on the front edge of groove wall 8. 

With respect to claim 56, the device of Luehrs includes an actuating means (i.e. 
shafts 6, 7 with eccentric surfaces 15, 16) adapted to act on the holding device 4, 5 in 
opposition to the spring element 9, 9a. 

With respect to claim 58, the device of Luehrs includes one holding element 4, 5 
located in the groove. 

With respect to claim 59, note the groove of Luehrs includes a plurality of holding 
elements 4, 5, as shown in Figure lb in particular. 

With respect to claim 60, note the small cutout in groove of Luehrs is a structural 
formation and therefore the bearing points formed on either of the two side walls of 
small cutout would be "fixed" in place in the groove 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 52 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Luehrs (US 3,362,327) in view of Dorsam et al. (US 4,938,134). Luehrs teaches a device 
for fastening a dressing to a cylinder of a rotary printing press having all of the structure 
as recited with the exception of the spring element being a leaf spring. However, the use 
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of both pressure springs 43 or leaf springs 58 in a clamping device in which the spring 
force is applied to a holding device 23 is well known in the art, as exemplified by Dorsam 
et al. in Figures 1 and 2. In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide a leaf spring arrangement as taught by Dorsam et al. 
in the device of Luehrs as it would simply require the obvious substitution of one type of 
spring mechanism for another to provide a holding force on the holding device to better 
secure the plate ends in the clamping device. 

With respect to claim 57, Luehrs teaches a device for fastening a dressing to a 
cylinder of a rotary printing press having all of the structure as recited with the 
exception of the actuating means being a hose adapted to be charged with a pressure 
medium. However, the use of a hose actuating means 41 that is charged with a pressure 
medium to act on the holding device 23 in opposition to the spring element 43, 58 is 
well known in the art, as exemplified by the hose actuating means 41 of Dorsam et al. In 
view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
replace the cam actuating means of Luehrs with a hose actuating means as taught by 
Dorsam et al. as it would simply require the obvious substitution of one known actuating 
mechanism for another to provide a force acting in opposition to the spring force to 
allow the dressing on the cylinder to be released from the clamping structure. 

11. Claim 63 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Luehrs 
(US 3,362,327) in view of Holm (US 2002/0189470 Al). Luehrs teach a device for 
fastening a dressing to a cylinder of a rotary printing press having all of the structure as 
recited with the possible exception of the groove being a circular cross-section. 
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However, providing a circular shaped groove which holds the clamping device for 
clamping plates on a cylinder is well known in the art, as exemplified by the circular 
shaped groove shown in Figure 8. In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the groove of Luehrs with a circular shape as 
taught by Holm to provide a groove structure that is easier to machine. 

12. Claims 66, 68 and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Holm (US 2002/0189470 Ai) in view of Luehrs (US 3,362,327). Holm teaches a 
printing group 01 having a forme cylinder 03, a transfer cylinder 02 cooperating with 
the forme cylinder, a plate shape printing forme 11 secured to the forme cylinder, a 
support plate 21 with a blanket 22 on the transfer cylinder, means supporting the forme 
cylinder and transfer cylinder for rotation in a production direction, each of the printing 
forme and support plate having a leading end with a beveled leg and a trailing end with 
beveled leg, at least one end leg receiving groove 12, 13, 14 in each of the forme cylinder 
and transfer cylinder, each groove 12, 13, 14 having an opening extending toward a 
surface of the cylinder and each opening having a front edge and a first wall and a rear 
edge and a second wall, the first wall extending at an acute angle to a line tangent to the 
surface at the opening (see Figures 2 and 8), the leading end of the printing forme and 
the support plate being suspendable from the front edge of each groove, and printing 
forme trailing end leg holding means 33 in the groove of the forme cylinder and support 
plate trailing end leg clamping means 26 in the groove of the transfer cylinder. See, in 
particular, Figures 2 and 8 of Holm. Although Holm does not specifically teach the 
trailing end leg clamping means including all of the structure as specifically recited, note 
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Luehrs teach a trailing end leg clamping means to clamp either a plate or blanket 
arrangement 10, 11 including a clamping element pivotable lever 4, 5 supported for 
pivotable movement in a bearing point (see marked up Figure 6 above) opposite the 
opening of the groove, a spring 9, 9a engageable with the pivotable lever and engageable 
(at least indirectly) with one of the first and second walls at a support point, the 
pivotable lever holding the trailing end leg in a clamping point against one 08 of the first 
and second opening walls opposite the support point, the spring 9, 9a providing a 
counterforce holding the pivotable lever in the bearing point. Again attention is invited 
to the above set forth rejection of claim 39 and the marked up copy of Figure 6 attached 
above. In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the clamping arrangement shown in Luehrs as the clamping structure in 
both the forme cylinder and transfer cylinder of Holm as it would simply require the 
obvious substitution of one known clamping structure for another to provide a 
simplified clamping mechanism for securing the plate ends. 

With respect to claim 68, note Luehrs teach an obtuse angle formed between the 
support plate trailing end with respect to the tangent line, the support plate trailing end 
being supported on the first wall of the transfer cylinder, as shown in Figures 5 and 6 in 
particular. 

With respect to claim 76, note Holm teach the opening b29, bi2 of each groove 
12, 13, 14 is preferably between 1 mm and 5 mm in paragraph [0056] and [0059]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 40-46, 49, 54, 61-62, 64-65, and 67 are objected to for the reasons set 
forth above as well as for being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten to overcome the above objections to the satisfaction of the 
Examiner and in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

14. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

With respect to claim 40 in particular, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a device for fastening a dressing on a cylinder of a rotary printing press 
having all of the structure as recited, in combination with and particularly including, the 
support point including an other of the first and second groove opening walls, the other 
of the walls forming an inclined surface at an acute angle with respect to the tangent to 
the cylinder surface. 

With respect to claim 41 in particular, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a device for fastening a dressing on a cylinder of a rotary printing press 
having all of the structure as recited, in combination with and particularly including, the 
support point being formed on the groove opening wall which is first in the production 
direction. 

With respect to claim 45 in particular, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a device for fastening a dressing on a cylinder of a rotary printing press 
having all of the structure as recited, in combination with and particularly including, a 
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rocker on the dressing trailing end leg, the rocker being located on said one of said first 
and second groove opening walls. 

With respect to claim 61 in particular, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a device for fastening a dressing on a cylinder of a rotary printing press 
having all of the structure as recited, in combination with and particularly including, at 
least one base body in the groove, the holding device being pivotably supported in the 
base body. 

With respect to claim 67 in particular, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a printing group having a forme cylinder and blanket cylinder each having 
a groove containing a device for fastening a dressing on a cylinder of a rotary printing 
press having all of the structure as recited, in combination with and particularly 
including, the forme cylinder second wall formed at a right angle to the tangent line of 
the cylinder surface and the printing forme trailing end being supported on the forme 
cylinder second wall. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Schneider et al. (US 6,675,708 B2) teach a clamping device 
having obvious similarities to the claimed subject matter. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie J. Evanisko whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2161. The examiner can normally be reached on T-F 8:00 am-6:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Leslie J. Evanisko 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 

lje 

September 22, 2006 



